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Teacher: 

Anu Petermann 

Name of the course: 

Estonian A Literature, SL 

Teaching time: SL course, 150 hours 

Course description: 

The course is for students who have experience of using the Estonian language in an 
academic context. 
The focus of this course is directed towards developing an understanding of the 
techniques involved in literary criticism and promoting the ability to form independent 
literary judgments.  
In view of the international nature the course does not limit the study of works to the 
products of one culture or the cultures covered by any one language. The study of works 
in translation is especially important in introducing students, through literature, to other 
cultural perspectives.  
 
Literature and TOK 
The study of literature offers many possibilities for the questioning and reflection that 
form the basis of theory of knowledge (TOK).  
Is a work of literature enlarged or diminished by interpretation?  
What makes something a good or bad interpretation?  
How can a literary work of fiction, which is by definition non-factual, convey 
knowledge?  
What is the proper function of literature—to capture a perception of reality, to teach or 
uplift the mind, to express emotion, to create beauty, to bind a community together, to 
praise a spiritual power, to provoke reflection or to promote social change?  
Does familiarity with literature itself provide knowledge and, if so, of what kind—
knowledge of facts, of the author, of the conventions of the form or tradition, of 
psychology or cultural history, of oneself? 
 
 
The aims of language A: literature are to:   
 
1. introduce students to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres  
2. develop in students the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts 
and make relevant connections  
3. develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication  

  



Estonian A Literature, SL course outline   

4. encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are 
written and received  
5. encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of 
people from other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning  
6. encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts  
7. promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature 
8. develop in students an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism  
9. develop the students’ ability to form independent literary judgments and to support 
those ideas.  

 

Topics:  

• Part 1: Works in translation  
• Part 2: Detailed study  
• Part 3: Literary genres  
• Part 4: Options  
 

 WORKS 2016/2017 ASSESSMENT 
GENRES  3 (novel, poetry, drama)  
PERIODS 5  
LITERATURE 

TEXTS 
10  

PART 1 Works in 

translation 
Part 1 of the course 
aims to deepen 
students’ 
understanding of 
works as being 

products of a time 

and place. 
 

2 works: W. Shakespeare “Hamlet”, F. 
Dostojevski “Kuritöö ja karistus” 

Written Assignment 

PART 2 Detailed 

study 
This part of the 
syllabus will be 
assessed orally.  

2 works: J. Viiding – luule, J. Kross - 
“Keisri hull” 

Individual Oral 
Commentary 

PART 3 Literary 

genres 
In part 3, a group 
of works selected 

from the same 

literary genre is 

studied in depth.  

3 works: A. H. Tammsaare “Tõde ja õigus” 
I, K. Ristikivi “Imede saar”, V. Luik 
“Seitsmes rahukevad” 

Paper 2 
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PART 2 Detailed 

study 
This part of the 
syllabus will be 
assessed orally.  

3 works: A. Kitzberg “Libahunt”, M. 
Under – luule, A. Kivirähk “Mees, kes 
teadis ussisõnu” 

Individual Oral 
Presentation 

 

Assessment:  

External assessment  (3 hours), 70% 
PAPER 1  
Students are required to write a formal, well-
organized and coherent response using 
language appropriate to a formal essay. 
At HL students are required to construct a 
literary commentary. 

20% 
Guided literary analysis (1 hour 30 

minutes) 
The paper consists of two passages: one 

prose and one poetry. Students choose one 

and write a guided literary analysis in 

response to two questions. 
(20 marks) 
 

PAPER 2 
Students are required to write a formal essay 
comparing at least two works in response to 
one question. 

25% 
Essay (1 hour 30 minutes) 
The paper consists of three questions for 

each literary genre. 
In response to one question students write 

an essay based on at least two works 

studied 
in part 3. (25 marks)  
 
 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 
The written assignment requires personal 
writing on the development of ideas and the 
transformation of personal response into a 
formal essay. 

25% 
Written assignment 
Students submit a reflective statement and 

literary essay on one work studied in part 

1. 
(25 marks) 
The reflective statement must be 300–400 

words in length. 
The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in 

length. 
 
 

Internal assessment (30%)  
INDIVIDUAL ORAL COMMENTARY 
Students are required to deliver a structured 
and focused commentary using a formal 
spoken register. 

15% 
Individual oral commentary (10 minutes) 
Students present a formal oral commentary 

and answer subsequent questions on an 
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extract from a work studied in part 2. (30 

marks) 
 
 

INDIVIDUAL ORAL PRESENTATION 
Students are required to adapt their language 
to the task and audience. One of the three 
criteria assesses the effectiveness of the oral 
presentation with 
regard to task and audience. 

15% 
Individual oral presentation (10–15 

minutes) 
The presentation is based on works studied 

in part 4. It is internally assessed and 
externally moderated through the part 2 

internal assessment task. (30 marks) 
 
 

 

Resources:  

Currently available: 

Jan Kaus “Uuem kirjandus”  

Jan Kaus “20. sajandi kirjandus”  

Luule Epner, Kristi Metste, Sirje Olesk “Vanem eesti kirjandus”  

Epp Annus, Luule Epner, Ele Süvalep “20. sajandi I poole eesti kirjandus”  

Epp Annus, Luule Epner, Mart Velsker “Uuem eesti kirjandus”  

Anne Nahkur “Kirjandus realismist postmodernismini”  

Igor Šaitanov “Maailmakirjandus. Keskaeg, renessanss”  

Being ordered: 

The new literature textbooks, according to the new Estonian Republic curriculum 
of Estonian language and literature. 

The course provides adequate preparation in oral and written expression and in 
analytical and critical thought. 

 

Literary Works 

The works choosen for Estonian A Literature are written in Estonian: 
Poetry 
J. Viiding – luule  
M. Under – luule 
Novel 
J. Kross - “Keisri hull” 
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A. H. Tammsaare “Tõde ja õigus” I 
K. Ristikivi “Imede saar” 
V. Luik “Seitsmes rahukevad” 
A. Kivirähk “Mees, kes teadis ussisõnu” 
Drama 
A. Kitzberg “Libahunt”  
 
and also translated into Estonian: 
W. Shakespeare “Hamlet” (drama) 
F. Dostojevski “Kuritöö ja karistus” (novel) 
 
The study of literature in translation from other cultures is especially important because it 
contributes to a global perspective, thereby promoting an insight into, and understanding 
of, the different ways in which cultures influence and shape the experiences of life 
common to all humanity. 
 
The course reflects three genres: poetry, drama, novel;  
and five periods:  
renaissance (“Hamlet”) 
19. century (“Kuritöö ja karistus”) 
the world before WW II (“Libahunt”, “Tõde ja õigus”, Marie Under)  
the world after WW II: soviet occupation and exile (“Keisri hull”, Juhan Viiding, 
“Seitsmes rahukevad”, “Imede saar”)  
present time (“Mees, kes teadis ussisõnu”). 

There are adequate materials in literature, criticism and literary history in Audentes library. 

 

 

 
 


