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Course description  

 

The main focus of the course is on language acquisition and development of language skills. These 

language skills are developed through the study of a range of written and spoken material. Such 

material will extend from everyday oral exchanges to literary texts, and are related to the culture(s) 

concerned. The material is chosen to enable students to develop mastery of language skills and 

intercultural understanding (Language B guide).  

 

Language B HL aims to 

 

1. develop students’ intercultural understanding  

2. enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for 

a variety of purposes  

3. encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation 

of the different perspectives of people from other cultures  

4. develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge  

5. develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they 

are familiar  

6. provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional 

language  

7. provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of 

an additional language. 

 

Assessment  

 

Assessment component Weighting 

External assessment (3 hours) 
 

Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes): Receptive skills Text-handling exercises on five written 

texts, based on the core. 

 

Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes): Written productive skills Two compulsory writing 

exercises.  

  

Section A: One task of 250–400 words, based on the options, to be selected from a 

choice of five. Section B: Response of 150–250 words to a stimulus text, based on 

the core.  

 

Written assignment: Receptive and written productive skills Creative writing of 500–

70%  

 

 

25% 

 

 

 

25% 

 

 

 

 

20% 

  



600 words plus a 150-word rationale, based on one of the literary texts read 

Internal assessment  
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 

IB at the end of the course 

 

Individual oral (8–10 minutes) Based on the options: 15 minutes’ preparation time 

and a 10-minute (maximum) presentation and discussion with the teacher. 

 

 

Interactive oral activity Based on the core: Three classroom activities assessed by the 

teacher. 

30% 

 

 

 

 

15% 

 

 

 

15% 

Language B guide 

 

 

Syllabus  
 

Core Instruction on three topics 

●  communication and media 

●  global issues 

●  Social relationships  

 

 Options Two options from the following five  

●  cultural diversity   

●  customs and traditions   

●  health   

●  leisure   

●  science and technology  

 

Literature  

 Read 2 works of literature 

● “Война и мир” (“War and Peace“War and Peace”) Leo Tolstoy. 

● “Евгений Онегин” (“Eugene Onegin”)  Alexander Pushkin.. 

 

 

Command terms with definitions  
 

Students should be familiar with the following key terms and phrases used in examination questions, 

which are to be understood as described below. Although these terms will be used frequently in 

examination questions, other terms may be used to direct students to present an argument in a specific 

way.  

 

Analyse Break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure.  

 

Comment Give a judgment based on a given statement or result of a calculation. 

 

Compare Give an account of the similarities between two (or more) items or situations, referring to 

both (all) of them throughout.  



 

Compare and contrast Give an account of similarities and differences between two (or more) items 

or situations, referring to both (all) of them throughout.  

 

Contrast Give an account of the differences between two (or more) items or situations, referring to 

both (all) of them throughout.  

 

Discuss Offer a considered and balanced review that includes a range of arguments, factors or 

hypotheses. Opinions or conclusions should be presented clearly and supported by appropriate 

evidence.  

 

Examine Consider an argument or concept in a way that uncovers the assumptions and 

interrelationships of the issue. 

 

Explain Give a detailed account including reasons or causes.  

 

Explore Undertake a systematic process of discovery.  

 

Justify Give valid reasons or evidence to support an answer or conclusion.  

 

To what extent Consider the merits or otherwise of an argument or concept. Opinions and 

conclusions should be presented clearly and supported with appropriate evidence and sound argument. 


