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Teacher:  
Anu Petermann 

Name of the course: Estonian ab initio PRE-IB 

Teaching time: 45 hours 

 

Course description: 

The language ab initio course is designed for students with little or no prior experience of the 

language they wish to study.  

 

While learning the target language, the student becomes aware of the similarities and differences 

between his or her own culture(s) and those of the target culture(s). With this awareness, a greater 

respect for other peoples and the way in which they lead their lives is fostered. Within the course 

framework, through the study of authentic texts, students investigate and reflect on cultural values 

and behaviours.  

 

TOK questions: 
 

Do we know and learn our first language(s) in the same way as we learn additional languages? 

If you were to learn a language from a textbook only, how would this differ from learning through 

interaction only? 

Do you understand the world differently when you learn another language? How (for example, 

time, humour, leisure)? 

 

When, if ever, is it possible to make a perfect translation from one language into another? What 

might “perfect” mean in this context? 

 

When we learn an additional language, do we learn more than “just” vocabulary and grammar? 

 

The concept of intercultural understanding means the ability to demonstrate an understanding of 

cultural diversity and/or similarity between the target culture(s) and one’s own. To what extent is 

this definition true? 

 

“Those who know nothing of an additional language know nothing of their own” (Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe, playwright, poet, novelist, dramatist, 1749–1832). By learning another 

culture are we able to enrich our own? 

 

We can learn grammar intuitively, without conscious thought, or formally, by stating rules. What are 

the strengths and weaknesses of each approach? Are these the same for learning in other areas of the 

curriculum? 

 

To what extent does membership of a group (a cultural group, a gender group or another group) 
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affect how we come to linguistic knowledge? Are there factors to consider between individuals 

within a group and between groups? 

 

To what extent does the learning environment (the physical setting) have an impact on the way 

an additional language is acquired? 

 

How is perception encoded differently in different languages (for example, colour, orientation)? 

What does this tell us about the relationships between perception, culture, reality and truth? 

 

How are values encoded differently in different languages (for example, family, friendship, 

authority)? 

 

What is the relationship between language and thought? Do you think differently in different 

languages? If so, does it make a practical or discernible difference to how you interpret the 

world? 

 

If mathematics is a language, it is clearly different from natural languages. In your experience, do 

we learn the two differently? What does your answer tell us about the nature of mathematical and 

linguistic knowledge? 

 

 

The aims of language ab initio are to:  

 

1. develop students’ intercultural understanding  

2. enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and 

for a variety of purposes  

3. encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and 

appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures  

4. develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge  

5. develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which 

they are familiar  

6. provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional 

language  

7. provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge 

of an additional language.  

 

Topics:  
 

Teemad 
Tervitus- ja viisakusvormelid. 

Keeled, keeleoskus. 

Enda tutvustamine, endast rääkimine. 

Numbrid, kellaaeg. 

Ametid. 

Päeva- ja nädalaplaan. Kuud, aastaajad. Millal? 

Kohad. Riigid, linnad. Ilmakaared.  

Inimese tutvustamine. Tutvustav vestlus. Helistamine. 

Grammatika 
Verbi pööramine, pronoomenid. 

Nimetav, omastav ja osastav kääne. 
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Kohakäänded. 

Käänete süsteem. 

Mitmus. 

Küsimuste esitamine. 

Infinitiivid. 

Põhi- ja järgarvud. 

 

 

Assessment:  
 

Kursus koosneb kahest osast. Osa lõpus saab õpilane kursusehinde jooksvate hinnete alusel. Kursus 

lõpeb eksamiga teise kursuse lõpus. 

 

 

Resources:  
 

Inga Mangus, Merge Simmul „Tere!” 

 

https://www.keeleklikk.ee/et/welcome 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


